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KANSAS ACADEMY OF SCIENCE. 

Rtav1:;W OF THE CROP SEASON OF 1902. 
By T. B. JENNINGS, TOPEKA. 

Read (by title) before the Academy, at Topeka, January 2, 1903. 

JANUARY. 

THE mean temperature was 1.3 degrees above normal and the pre- 

cipitation averaged 0.09 above the normal. The first three 
weeks of the month were unusually warm and dry, followed by 
colder weather, and much snow the last ten days. Much plowing 
was accomplished in the southern counties. Wheat, not pastured 
too closely, continued in good condition, and during the cold weather 
was covered with snow two to six inches deep. 

FEBRUARY. 

Was cold and dry, the mean temperature being 3.2 degrees below 
normal and the precipitation 0.27 of an inch below. During the 
coldest part of the month the wheat in the eastern and many of the 
central counties was fairly well covered with snow. At the close of 
the month the wheat was generally in good condition, though in 
some of the central counties it had been somewhat damaged by the 
cold. Plowing was resumed in the southern and some of the central 
counties during the last week, and oat sowing began in Montgomery 
county and barley sowing in Clark. 

MARCH. 

Wheat improved rapidly in the last ten days of the month, and, 
with few exceptions, was in fair condition in the central counties, 
and fine condition in the eastern, being in the best condition where 
the snow had remained the longest in the winter. Oat sowing was 
well along in the northern counties; completed in the southern, 
where they were coming up. Corn planting had begun in the south. 

Early potatoes were mostly planted. Flax sowing had begun south. 
Tame grasses were growing well in the south and starting in the 

north, with prairie-grass starting in the south and alfalfa greening. 
Peach and apricot trees were beginning to bloom in the south; but 
the peach buds had been winter-killed in the north and mostly killed 
in the central counties. 

APRIL. 

The weather was not favorable for crop growth, but fine for field- 

work, except on the 20th, 21st, 22d, and 25th, when high winds were 

general. Wheat continued in good condition in the central and 
southern counties of the eastern division, where the principal rains 
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occurred during the month, but in the northern and central counties 
of the state it was more or less injured by the dry weather and high 
winds. Corn planting was pushed during the month, and by the end 
of the month the early planting was generally up in the central and 
southern counties, and was being cultivated in the south. Oats were 
generally up the first part of the month, but the prevailing weather 
was not conducive to rapid growth. Flax sowing was nearly com- 
pleted by the middle of the month and the flax was coming up. Grass 
started slowly. Peaches bloomed well in the southern and most of 
the central counties, but many had been winter-killed in the north- 
ern. Apples, cherries and plums were blossoming by the close of the 
month. 

MAY. 

A good month for the growth of crops. Wheat began heading in 
the southern and central counties, and corn cultivation became gen- 
eral in the same district the first week. Oats, grass and alfalfa im- 
proved rapidly. Early strawberries were marketed in the south. 
Canker-worms were damagiAg some orchards. Warm weather and 
favorable rains continued through the second week; wheat had 
headed in the central counties and was blooming in some of the 
southern; corn was clean, a good stand, and growing rapidly; grass 
grew finely; oats were doing well; potatoes were in bloom south and 
beginning to bloom in the central counties; alfalfa was being cut in 
the south and was ready to cut in many of the central counties. Fine 
growing weather continued through the third week; wheat still im- 

proving, but it was heading short in Atchison; it was in bloom in 
many of the central counties and filling well in the southern; corn 
a good stand and growing rapidly, but ground too wet for cultivation; 
alfalfa cutting progressed under difficulties, and in some localities the 
hay was ruined by wet weather; strawberries ripened in the central 
counties; grass was in fine condition. The fourth week was cool and 
wet; although too cool for corn it was suitable for small grains and 
grass; wheat ripened in southern and a few central counties; corn 
showed need of sunshine; alfalfa cutting progressed in a few coun- 
ties, but farmers generally waited for more suitable weather; some 
clover was cut in Woodson. 

JUNE. 

A fine month for growing crops. The first week of the month was 
warm, with light showers in the western and eastern divisions and 
some heavy rains in the central counties of the middle division, and 
much needed work was accomplished in the fields. Corn grew rapidly 
and began tasseling in the southern counties. Wheat harvest pro- 
gressed in the southern counties wherever the ground was dry enough, 
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and began in the central. Oats were greatly improved this week and 

began to give promise of a good crop. Flax much improved. Apples 
improved generally, though in a few counties they fell badly. The 
first crop of alfalfa was generally cut, but considerable difficulty was 

experienced in curing and saving it. Haying began in some of the 
eastern counties. While the second week was warm, it was also a wet 
week over a large part of the state. and not only interfered with wheat 
harvest but also washed out much corn. Corn continued its fine 

growth. Oats improved very much; the crop began heading in the 
central counties and ripening in the southern. Grass growing finely. 
Early potatoes were fine and were being marketed in many counties. 
Late cherries ripened in a few southern counties. The third week 
was cool and wet, the temperature averaging nine degrees below nor- 

mal; the wet weather retarded the wheat harvest. The oat harvest 

began in the south wherever possible to work. Corn grew very rap- 
idly; it continued tasseling in the southern and some central counties, 
and began to silk in some southern counties. The second crop of 
alfalfa was fine, and in several eastern counties was ready to cut. 
Flax bloomed. Apples continued dropping in a few counties, and did 
well in others; early apples were marketed in the south. Prairie-grass 
continued to improve, giving promise of a fine hay crop. The fourth 
week was very cool for the season, the temperature ranging from ten de- 

grees below normal, in the eastern, to six degrees below in the western 
counties. Little or no rain fell, except in a strip of counties extend- 

ing from Finney and Reno to Republic, Marshall, and Brown. Wheat 
harvest progressed rapidly, and by the close of the week most of the 
wheat was in shock, and some stacking and thrashing had been done. 
Oats ripened rapidly, and harvest progressed in the southern and cen- 
tral counties-a fine crop. Corn was laid by in several counties; 
tasseling became more general; the crop gave fine promise. Flax 

ripening. The second crop of alfalfa was cut in many counties. 

Prairie-grass continued in fine condition, and new hay appeared on 
the market in several counties. 

JULY. 

Fine growing weather prevailed over the state the greater part of 
the month. The temperatures were seasonable the first week, with 

good rain over the entire state. Wheat harvest was finished over a 

large portion of the state, and thrashing and stacking began. Corn 

grew rapidly and was in fine condition; much of it tasseled and silked 
as far north as the Kaw, with roasting ears in the extreme south. Oat 
harvest progressed in many counties, and was nearly completed in the 
south. Flax looked fine. Apples gave good promise, the early apples 
being ripe and very good. Tame-hay cutting progressed this week. 
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The second crop of alfalfa was cut in a few counties. Potatoes were 

fine, with promise of an unusually large crop. 
During the second week good rains fell over the larger part of the 

state, with the temperature slightly below normal. Wheat harvest 
was finished this week; much sprouting in stack began, due to the 

rainy, damp weather. Thrashing progressed where dry enough, with 

poor to good yields. Oats were generally in the shock, except in the 
northern counties, where they were too dry to cut. Corn continued 
in fine condition and growing rapidly, and yielding roasting ears in 
the central counties. Cutting of the second crop of alfalfa progressed 
slowly on account of the wet weather. Potatoes were injured some 

by the heavy rains and high water in the northern counties. Tame 

haying continued in many counties, and plowing for fall wheat began 
in a few. 

The third week was much drier and quite warm, favorable for out- 
door work, much of which was accomplished. Corn continued in fine 
condition in the eastern and middle divisions, but was somewhat dam- 

aged by the heat in the central and northern counties of the western 
the early part of the week; greatly benefited, however, by the cool 
weather the latter part. Thrashing from the shock and stacking of 
wheat and oats progressed rapidly, the oats giving very good yields. 
Apples were quite promising in many counties. The second crop of 
alfalfa was cut in many counties. Potatoes continued to give large 
yields in some of the eastern counties. Grass was an unusually heavy 
crop. Flax cutting began in a few counties. 

The fourth week was warm, though the temperatures were slightly 
below normal, with a better distribution of rain. The corn, with a 
few northwestern exceptions, was in unusually good condition this 
week, much of the early corn in the central and southern counties be- 

ing hard enough to feed. Flax cutting became more general. Tame 

hay was mostly secured this week, and prairie haying became more 

general; a fine crop. The third crop of alfalfa grew rapidly, under 
favorable conditions. Apples continued giving good promise in many 
counties, though dropping in a few. Forage crops were in fine con- 
dition. Plowing for fall sowing progressed in a few couniies. 

AUGUST. 

Very warm weather the early part of the first week, followed by 
heavy showers in the northwestern, central and southern counties, 
lighter elsewhere, and cooler; the high temperature first of the week 
was unfavorable to the corn, ripening it too rapidly, but the cooler 
weather following not only improved the corn, but all other crops, 
too. Early corn was hard enough to feed in the central counties and 
was marketed in a few southern. Thrashing continued, with good 
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yields of oats and poor to good yields of wheat and flax. The third 
crop of alfalfa was cut in some counties and was growing well in 
others; a good crop. Plowing for fall seeding progressed in some 
counties, but was stopped in some by too much rain and in some 
others by hard ground. 

The second week began cool, but soon changed to hot; good rains 
fell in the eastern half of the state, with fair rains in many counties 
of the western half. The early corn was practically matured this week, 
and cutting began in several of the central and southern counties; 
late corn was damaged some by the dry, hot weather of the central 
and western counties. Prairie haying progressed rapidly, and a fine 

crop was being put up. Thrashing continued and new wheat was 

freely marketed. Apples a fine crop in some counties, poor in others; 
forage crops were in good condition. A fine crop of millet hay was 

put up in the central northern counties. 
The first part of the third week was quite warm, cool the latter 

part. Fine rains fell over the entire state, except the extreme south- 
western counties and the north portion of the central northern coun- 

ties, greatly improving the late corn, but injuring wheat, oats and 
flax in the shock, and stopping thrashing and plowing. Pastures, 
alfalfa, range grass, forage crops and apples were greatly improved 
by the rains and cooler weather. 

The fourth week was much cooler than the third, with heavy rains 
over the northern and eastern counties, good rains through the central 
and lighter showers in the southern counties. Corn, with few oxcep- 
tions, was doing well, the cool, wet weather being decidedly beneficial 
to the late corn, which was green and growing; cutting early corn 
continued; new corn was being fed in some counties. Apples were 

improved. The wet weather caused much wheat in stack to sprout, 
and retarded haying, both alfalfa and prairie; it improved forage 
crops and pastures, but ruined many potatoes in the ground. 

SEPTEMBER. 

The month was cool; the first week was very wet in the eastern 
division; with little or no rain in the middle and western divisions; 
the second and third weeks were dry, except in the extreme south- 
eastern counties; the last week was very wet, except in the extreme 
southwestern counties. Wheat and rye sowing began the first week 
and had become general by the third week. Corn cutting continued 
in the central and northern counties, and husking in the central and 
southern. Prairie haying was pushed in all parts, and a large crop 
was put up. Plowing progressed. Much alfalfa seed was sown, but 
all field-work was stopped by the heavy rains of the fourth week. 
Early-sown wheat and rye began coming up the second week, and by 
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the end of the month a good stand was had over a large part of the 
state. Apples were fine and the crop large; picking began the last 
of the month. Potato digging began the latter part of the month. 
Some damage was done to corn in the shock by the heavy rains the 
last week, which also damaged some potatoes in the ground. 

OCTOBER. 

In the eastern division, the weather was quite favorable for farm 
work after the first week; owing to previous wet-weather delays in 
sowing, much wheat was sown after the 10th; early-sown wheat was 
up, growing well, and presented a good stand. Corn husking was being 
pushed; the crop was good in quality and quantity. The Pottawatomie 
sweet potatoes have all been secured. Fall seeding of alfalfa and 
English blue-grass was successful in the north. In the middle divi- 
sion, wheat was growing fairly well; at the close of the month, wheat 
sowing was progressing in several counties, and finished in some, but 
was stopped by the dry ground in some of the southern counties. 
Corn husking was progressing, though in Phillips corn was rather 
green yet. The second growth of hay was in the head in Sumner, 
and some was being cut for hay. In the western division, growing 
wheat was in fine condition, but much remained to be sown, the 
ground having been too wet the first part of the month. Weather 
quite favorable. 

RAINFALL FOR CROP SEASON OF 1902. 
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SCALE IN 15 t 2 0. Il2 .r.Or 
INCHES.I 

Less than 15. 15 to 20. 20 to 30. Over 30. Over 40. 
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